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From the Mayor
Unforgettable. The spring and summer of 2020 will be unforgettable.
The COVID-19 pandemic in some ways has forever changed us all and
how we operate. Since the first case surfaced in West Virginia nothing
has been the same. Schools were closed, Spring Break plans put on
hold, businesses shut down. High school and college seniors looking
forward to walking across the stage to receive their diplomas and degrees were disappointed to hear that those events would not take place
as planned. Social distancing became routine and wearing a mask was
just part of your wardrobe.
How will you remember it? Regardless of whether or not you agreed
with the precautions prescribed, we were all affected by COVID-19. Will
you fondly remember family meals, games, and conversations with your
children that you normally didn’t have time for before “pandemic” became the word of the day? Perhaps you became sick or lost a loved
one to this virus and your memories will be filled with sadness. Will you
recall it bitterly because you had to close your business or lost your job?
Or maybe you will remember sewing tirelessly to make masks for those
many people without. However you remember it, it will prove to be a
period of time you won’t easily forget.
Let’s not allow this ordeal we’ve all undergone to have been in vain.
What can we learn from this experience? We can learn…. to listen….to
follow guidelines…. to take responsibility for our actions…. to be flexible
…. to be prepared …. to be self-sufficient …. to be grateful for what we
have. Because of the precautions taken, we lowered the predicted outcome of mass infection. We avoided what could have been much
worse. Thankfully, to my knowledge, Milton did not have any confirmed
cases! Hopefully, we learned not to take “normal” for granted.
While many cities canceled July 4th fireworks displays, the City of Milton decided to go forward with this celebration. Our community needs
something to look forward to, something normal in abnormal times. We
were driven to change where the fireworks will be set off, and I’d like to
thank Kim Cooper and the Cabell County Board of Education for allowing us to set off the fireworks display behind the Pre-K building. Without
this use of space, the fireworks display would not have occurred. I
would also like to thank the Ohio Valley Bank and
Putnam County Bank for their financial assistance
to help make this Independence Day celebration
happen. There are many areas around town
where a fireworks display can be seen, allowing
viewers to spread out, even to watch the display
from their vehicles, allowing for continued social-distancing. We hope
you enjoy the show safely and responsibly.
Community festivities like the City’s Anniversary Celebration in September are still covered by a shroud of uncertainty. Right now, any sort of
large, close gathering like this is up in the air. We must be sensible and
keep everyone safe. We will continue evaluating the situation and, if
circumstances allow, we will go forward with our Anniversary Celebration. Check our Facebook page and website for updates.
In the last Newsletter, I asked you to pay close attention to what was
being flushed down the toilet and put into our sewer system. I’m
pleased to say that some areas have shown a decrease in the number
of wipes and other trash clogging the pumps. Thank you for your efforts! However, we still have major problems in a few areas. Please
continue to limit what you flush to toilet paper and what naturally comes
out of your body. Thank you!!
Continued on Last Page

From the Recorder Benita Ryalls
Early voting for the Primary Election was held at Milton
City Hall this year as the County outgrew the Ona location, and they chose to move the polling place to Milton.
A goal that this administration would like to see is for the
City of Milton to change its election from odd years to the
County’s even years, including our election with theirs.
This must be decided by a vote on our next Municipal
Election in 2021.
Why you ask? First, it would save money. We would
not have the expense of the voting machines, the County
programming those machines, election workers for 2
weeks of early voting, and all the needed materials. We
would, of course, have to pay the County for our portion
of the election, but anticipate the amount to be less than
what we would pay for an individual election.
On election day you would go to your regular voting precinct and vote. The only change is, if you are a resident
of the City of Milton, your ballot would include the City’s
candidates for Mayor, Recorder and Council Members.
Please consider this change and call us with any questions. We want you to understand this process and why
we feel it is a good change for the City of Milton.
REMEMBER: Business License Renewals are due by
July 15, 2020. B&O Tax Returns for the 2nd Quarter are
due by August 15, 2020 without penalty.
If you have questions call Cameron at 304-743-3032,
extension 211 or myself at extension 204.

From the Director of Public Works Charles Conard

Cabell County Fair—July 23-25

COVID-19 has caused change in every direction. Non-essential stores and
businesses were forced to close their doors to customers, various food and
sundry items became hard to find, and general services were put on hold
for fear of spreading this virus. The City of Milton did not stop. We slowed
down a bit, requesting community members and customers to take care of
City, Police and Utility business strictly through the drive-thru, telephone or
email. The police did not allow this virus to stop them from doing their job.
The water plant continued to treat and distribute water. We kept the office
open, though with limited staff, to assist customers and to handle the day-to
-day responsibilities that do not end because of a virus. We repaired water
lines and kept the streets clear of debris and trash. The City did not stop.

The Cabell County Fair will be held July 23, 24 &
25, with reduced admission. There will be pageants, livestock, horse show and motor events
(and possibly other entertainment.) There will
be NO Carnival, arts & crafts/commercial vendors or parade this year. Please come out and
support the kids in livestock on Friday, July 24 at
5 pm for the sale. See their Facebook page for
more info.

We take pride in our City. Most of us value our homes
and take proper care of our lawns. However, the Code
Enforcement officer occasionally must compel property
owners to mow lawns and/or clean up their property.
We urge all of you to be good neighbors and take care
of what is yours. For the past several years we have
mowed several lots in Milton that are actually State-owned properties.
However, since these lots are owned by (and are the responsibility of) the
State of West Virginia, we have discontinued mowing these areas. If you
have a complaint regarding the condition of these State-owned properties,
please contact the Department of Highways Maintenance Garage at 304736-3111.
Although we initially planned spring clean-up in late April, due to our reduced workforce we rescheduled this event to the week after Memorial
Day. However, not everyone saw the change of plans on our website or
facebook, and curbs began to fill up with discarded items near that April
date. So, we had dumpsters brought in to handle the loads of debris. The
multitude of full dumpsters in April and May have shown that Milton residents did some major clean-up during the quarantine! Next clean-up, expect to see some changes to how we will conduct pick-ups. We will keep
you posted.
Work on paving, curbs and sidewalks on Hallison Circle is
complete, and it looks great! We also had that road widened
to allow for better traffic flows. In addition, we have begun
placing new curbs, sidewalks and paving on Stewart Street.
This project is already underway and we hope to have it finished before fall. While making similar improvements to
Hallison Circle and Glenwood Street, we took that opportunity to replace the old water lines. We are doing the same thing by replacing
the water lines on Stewart Street.
Look throughout Milton and you can see that progress is being made. We
know that sometimes these projects can be disruptive and an annoyance,
but they are necessary improvements. We greatly appreciate your patience and flexibility as we strive to make Milton a more beautiful place to
live and work. If you have any questions, please call 304-743-3422.

Blenko Visitor Center Is Open
Blenko Glass has announced their reopening:
“…It is not uncommon for us to receive visitors
from not only our own home area but from
states across the country and it is our goal that
when everyone, including our own staff, returns
home that they are as safe and as healthy as
they were before they stepped into our shop. It
is with this in mind as we make adjustments to
fit the situation.” Please follow these precautions:

•
•
•
•

Only 6 guests in at a time
Try to maintain a 6 foot spacing
Please wear a face mask
Hand sanitizer is available

Check their website for more information and
operating hours.

Blenko Events
Festival of Glass—August 7 & 8
“Cat’urdays—August 15—30

RIP K9 JOE
It is with great
sadness that we
report that K9 Joe
has passed away.
He suffered severe complications
following a diagnosis of Lyme disease. We will
miss K9 Joe. He was a great
asset to the Milton Police Department, and a great friend to Sgt.
Al Collins.

Milton Library News
The Milton Public Library reopened June
1, 2020 and is following all federal, state
and local guidelines. Hours are 9:00 am
— 5:30 pm Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 9:00 am —
7:00 pm on Tuesday; Closed Sunday.
Check their website and Facebook page
for events and programs.

From the Utilities :
Summer is in full swing and it sure has been a
hot one! For those of you who are keeping cool
in your swimming pools, be sure to submit your
pool fill sewer adjustment request forms before
the September 1, 2020 Utility Board Meeting,
when those requests will be reviewed.
We often hear customers ask,
“how did I use that much water?”
Listed below are some ways to
conserve water and possibly
lower your water and sewer bill.

•

•
Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Mike Ramsey
With the increasingly warm weather upon us comes the need to stay cool.
What better way to beat the heat, enjoy the summer and still maintain an
acceptable level of social distancing than to go swimming in your privatelyowned swimming pool. With the COVID-19 restrictions still in place many of
the public swimming pools are not opening this Summer. This has caused a
huge surge in homeowners purchasing and installing aboveground and inground pools alike. Just remember according to 2015 International Property
Maintenance Code, swimming pools must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, and in good repair. Here is the City of Milton’s Ordinance on
swimming pools:
303.2 ENCLOSURES. Private swimming pools, hot tubs and spas containing water more than 24 inches in depth shall be surrounded by a fence or
barrier at least 48 inches in height above the finished ground level measured on the side of the barrier away from the pool. Gates and doors in such
barriers shall be self-closing and self-latching.
Where the self-latching device is less than 54
inches above the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism shall be located on the pool
side of the gate. Self- closing and self-latching
gates shall be maintained such that the gate
will positively close and latch when released
from an open position of 6 inches from the
gatepost. No existing pool enclosure shall be removed, replaced or changed
in a manner that reduces its effectiveness as a safety barrier.
Exceptions: Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover that complies with ASTM
F1346 shall be exempt from the provisions of this section.

•

•
•

Inspect your appliances. Keep an eye out
for leaks and drips, as these pile up quickly over time. Toilets, faucets, and dishwashers are most likely to spring leaks.
Install low-flow toilets or convert your current ones. This can significantly reduce the
amount of water used. If purchasing a new
toilet isn’t within the budget, you can
achieve the same effect by adding weights
to the toilet tank. Place a plastic gallon jug
or a couple smaller water bottles filled with
sand and water inside your toilet tank. This
occupies space inside the tank and reduces the amount of water your tank will hold.
Add aerators to your faucets to reduce the
amount of water the faucet uses and make
the flow more forceful. It attaches to the
faucet head and adds air into the water
stream, acting like a sieve to reduce the
amount of water coming through. Because it compacts the water flowing
through, it also increases water pressure.
It adds performance and saves money.
Take shorter showers. Shaving off one or
two minutes can lead to savings.
Use your Dishwasher. Hand-washing dishes can use more water than a dishwasher;
the average dishwasher uses 6 gallons
per cycle, while water usually flows from
your faucet at a rate of 2 gallons per minute. If it takes more than 3 minutes to
wash dishes, you’re better off using a dishwasher.

Have a great Summer! Stay safe, Milton!

AG105.2 (10)
NOTE! Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where
the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure and the means of access
is a ladder or steps:
* The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access;
Or
* The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which meets the
requirements of this section. When the ladder or steps are secured, locked
or removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-inchdiameter (102mm) sphere.
If you have any questions about your swimming pool,
please feel free to contact me at City Hall at (304)
743-3032 ext. 202. And as always, any Contractor
doing work in the City of Milton has to be Licensed,
and any structural work must be permitted.

Thank
You!

Stormwater News
Stormwater is precipitation that,
instead of soaking into the ground,
becomes surface water drainage
and is carried away by a system of
stormwater pipes, culverts and ditches. Collectively, the draining water is called storm water
run-off.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POLICE DEPARTMENT

From Chief Joe Parsons
Mayor Canterbury recently asked my opinion of the incident in Minneapolis in
which George Lloyd died and the aftermath the nation has faced. Having spent
the last four years of my State Police career as the Director of Professional Standards (Internal Affairs) I have quite a bit of knowledge concerning officer misconduct, discipline for misconduct and the difference between internal administrative
investigation and criminal investigations.
First let me say that what happened with Mr. Lloyd is a tragedy and most likely
avoidable. I have no information upon which to base an opinion other than what I
have seen on the news and on social media sites. Reports I have seen state Mr.
Lloyd was handcuffed behind his back and there were four officers present. Mr.
Lloyd was already on the ground face down. I see no reason for an officer to kneel
on the neck of Mr. Lloyd to control him. There were four officers present and the
suspect was already handcuffed and on the ground. Officers should have been
able to control Lloyd’s movement at the time. Whether or not the officer’s knee on
Lloyd’s neck was the cause of his death or if other factors came into play is a
question for the medical examiners to determine. At the writing of this page one
officer has been charged with second degree murder and three with accessory to
murder. All four have been fired from their jobs with the Minneapolis Police Department.
It is not easy to handcuff or control even a passively resisting individual. If they are
struggling, it becomes even more difficult. As in any physical confrontation adrenalin kicks in as the confrontation escalates and progresses. This of course leads to
the possibility of overreaction on the suspect’s part as well as the officer’s part. I
will not make any excuses for the officers involved, nor will I pass judgement on
them until all the facts are known. I will state that the images portrayed by the video look very, very bad.
The national reaction has been, in my opinion, bewildering and
disgraceful. How does burning communities, small and large
businesses, defacing public monuments and destroying police
buildings and cruisers in cities far removed from Minneapolis a
justifiable response to this situation? I will say that in many instances the peaceful protesters, whose right to do so I fully support, have been hijacked by Antifa and other extreme organizations with a political agenda. The family of George Lloyd themselves have called for an end to the violence and rioting as it
does not portray the manner in which George Lloyd lived his life.
Police officers, shop owners and innocent bystanders have been injured and killed
in these riots, how does that gain justice for George Lloyd? Think of the loss of
jobs, housing and businesses these riots have brought. Once again, to honor the
life of George Lloyd? I think not.
We are somewhat insulated in Milton from these problems that the cities are facing. I appreciate the support we get from the Milton community for our police officers and the job they do. We seldom receive complaints from the public about one
of our officers, a fact of which I am proud. We will continue to serve you with the
friendly, approachable manner you have come to expect and I will continue to pray
for our country’s leaders, national, state and local, that peace and order will come
to all in very short order.

Undeveloped land usually has little stormwater.
However, developed areas with buildings, parking lots, patios, driveways, etc., generate tremendous amounts of stormwater because these hard
surfaces prevent precipitation from soaking into
the ground. To manage the stormwater, we built
and maintain a stormwater management system
consisting of ditches, storm drains, catch basins,
etc. The more developed an area becomes, the
more stormwater is generated.
Stormwater collects debris, chemicals, pet
waste, and other pollutants as it flows into
streams and rivers. Excessive debris in this contaminated water clogs ditches and storm drains,
causing flooding and erosion of streambanks.
We can help reduce the amount of stormwater
runoff as well as the degree of pollutants the
runoff contains. Here are a few ideas to help!
1. Use fertilizers sparingly.
2. Clean up leaves, grass clippings and other
debris from driveways and sidewalks.
3. Never dump anything down storm drains or
into streams.
4. Add plants. Plant roots help absorb and filter
out pollutants.
5. Cover bare soil with mulch or ground cover to
slow run-off.
6. Use the least toxic pesticides, follow labels,
and learn how to prevent pest problems.
7. Direct downspouts away from paved surfaces.
Consider using a rain barrel to collect water.
8. Replace concrete slabs with pavers or bricks,
or with permeable material like gravel or mulch to
allow water to soak into the soil.
9. Pick up after your pet.
10. Plant trees near creeks and rivers.

DID YOU KNOW…. The Cabell County
School Bond affects the Milton community
directly? If passed, the School Bond will
ensure that a new elementary school will be
built here in Milton! The Cabell County
School Bond Special Election is set for August 22, 2020 at your normal polling place.
Early Voting will take place at Milton City Hall
August 7-19 from 8:30-4:30 weekdays, and 95 on Saturdays. For voting questions, call
the Cabell County Clerk’s office. For questions about the School Bond, call the Cabell
County Board of Education.

Milton VFD Events:
Friday, July 10, 24 and 31, 7—10 pm
— Robert Trippett and the Starlight
Band, Concessions Available
Saturday, July 11 and August 8, 7 pm
— IWA Wrestling, Full Concessions Available
Friday, July 17, 12 noon—8pm and Saturday, July 18, 8 am—5 pm — Cabin
Fever Gun Show, Full Concessions Available both days
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

MVFD News by Chief Timmy Chastain
Hello Friends,
We hope you are enjoying this summertime weather! Since our last edition,
we have responded to 82 emergency calls. It has been a busy time for us.
Even though the COVID-19 pandemic has made us change the way we operate to an extent, we continue to provide the best service possible.
We made a couple of changes to our command staff: Andrew Wheeler was
promoted to 3rd Captain and Walt Williams was promoted to 1st Lieutenant.
Congrats guys! We also welcomed Kim Cooper to our Board of Directors.
We want to make you aware of a few things.
1. Even though fire season is not until October, please remember you cannot
burn anything except vegetation. You must still have your controlled fire inside of a ten-foot ring, have a water supply available, and you must stay with
it at all times.
2. We have received several phone calls regarding the filling of swimming
pools. We do not fill pools. This takes a fire truck out of service and our insurance company is against it. We apologize for this.
3. Effective July 1st our Community Building is available for rental again. We
have taken several steps to adhere to both the state and county COVID-19
directives. For questions regarding the building please contact Marsha at
304.743.6994.
4. Due to the nature of some of the emergency calls we respond to and confidentiality of information we obtain, any request for incidents must be in writing and follow FOIA rules.
We hope everyone has a great summer!

Saturday, August 1, 10 am—2 pm —
Kendall’s Heart Clothing Giveaway
For Information on the Milton Volunteer
Fire Department Community Building
Rental contact Marsha Chastain 304-9725333
Also, watch the City of Milton’s Sign at
Wendy’s for future events.

Be on the lookout… Brian Alley of Carbon Fiber Composites and the Experimental Aircraft Association have taken on
the task of making some much-need repairs to the airplane on display at Milton’s
War Memorial. We extend a big THANK
YOU To Mr. Alley and his colleagues for
their expertise and generosity!

The Lions Club of Milton is
pleased to host a presentation by
WWII Medal of Honor recipient
Woody Williams at 6:00 p.m. on
July 16 regarding the Gold Star
Project. This presentation will take place at
their new Clubhouse located at 729 Mason
Street, Milton.
The Lions Club is accepting new members.
Head to the Milton Library to pick up a membership application.

MILTON CITY-WIDE
YARD SALE

AUGUST

1, 2020 @ 8 am

JULY 2020
Sunday

“With freedom comes responsibility.” - Eleanor Roosevelt

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

6:30 pm Lions Club
5

6

12

6:30 pm – Wmns Club
(TBD))
13

19

26

7 pm VFW***
7 pm Fair Board ****
20

7

8

5:30 Municipal Court
7 pm Am Legion**
21

9

10

11

16

7 pm Robert Trippett
& the Starlight Band *
17

7 pm IWA Wrestling *
18

23

Noon-8 pm – Cabin
Fever Gun Show *
24

Cabell County Fair****
30

Cabell County Fair****
7 pm Robert Trippett
& the Starlight Band *
31

27

28

15

City Business License
Renewals
22

29

5 pm RPOC
6:30 pm Lions Club
(Woody Williams to
speak on Gold Star
Project)**

7 pm Am Legion**
7 pm Pumpkin Board

*Milton VFD

4

Independence Day
Fireworks 10 pm

Office Closed

5:30 Utilities Board
7:00 City Council
14

Saturday
3

Please Note: All events are subject to change.
**American Legion
***VFW
****Pumpkin Park

7 pm Robert Trippett
& the Starlight Band *

*****Blenko

8 am-5 pm Cabin
Fever Gun Show *
25

Cabell County Fair****

AUGUST 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Be like a sunflower, so that even on the darkest days you
can stand tall and find the light. Hold your head high and
spread seeds of happiness!
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
CITY-WIDE YARD SALE

2

3

6:30 pm Wmns Club
(TBD)

9

4

5

5:30 pm Utilities
7 pm Council

10

6

6:30 pm Lions Club

11

12

7

Blenko Festival of
Glass

13

10 am Recycling
Kendall’s Heart Clothing
Give-away 10am-2pm *8
Aug 8-19 Early Voting
School Bond Special
Election at City Hall
Early Voting 9am-5pm
10 am Recycling
7 pm IWA Wrestling *

14

15

Early Voting (School Bond) at Milton City Hall, August 8-19, Weekdays 8:30-4:30, Saturdays 9-5

7 pm VFW ***
7 pm Fair Board ****

16

Blenko “Cat”urdays
10 am Recycling
B&O Q2 Tax ReturnsDue

5:30 pm Court
7 pm Am Legion**

17

18

19

20

21

Early Voting (School Bond) Thru August 19, 8:30-4:30

Cabell County School
Bond Special Election
(Normal Polling Place)
Blenko “Cat”urdays
10 am Recycling

5 pm RPOC
6:30 Lions Club

23

30

24

31

25

7 pm Am Legion
7 pm Pumpkin Board

26

27

28

8;30-4:30 Early
Voting @ City Hall
Thru June 6, 2020

**American Legion

***vFW

29

Blenko “Cat”urdays
10 am Recycling

Please Note: All events are subject to change.
*Milton Fire Department

22

****Pumpkin Park

***** Blenko

From the Mayor (Continued)
Preliminary work on the flood wall is ongoing. You will continue to see different
crews out surveying, studying and sampling the area. Although it will still be quite
a while before we see construction begin, it is exciting to think about the positive
changes this food wall will bring to Milton.

City of Milton

Many public pools and entertainment venues remain closed. The sprayground at
April Dawn Park is no exception; we were told that it will not open this year. April
Dawn Park is owned and operated by the Greater Huntington Park Board. If you
have questions or would like to request improvements or additions to the park,
please call them at 304-696-5954.

(304) 743-3032
recorder@cityofmiltonwv.com
cityclerk@cityofmiltonwv.com
financeclerk@cityofmiltonwv.com
miltoninspector@cityofmiltonwv.com
miltoncemetery@cityofmiltonwv.com
it@cityofmiltonwv.com

I urge you all to find other outdoor activities to enjoy. Soak up the sunshine.
Take your dog for a walk. Ride a bike. Go for a hike on the numerous trails West
Virginia has to offer. Take your children or grandchildren fishing. There’s lots to
do. You just have to get out and do it!
I also encourage you to support area shops and businesses as they open back
up. The past few months have seriously affected them, and your patronage could
mean the world of difference to their survival. Shop locally! Help our local businesses survive and thrive! I am glad our businesses are re-opening, but at the
same time I hope we don’t move too quickly, resulting in one step forward and
two steps back. Let’s enjoy getting back to our ordinary routines, but don’t throw
caution to the wind. Continue to be safe, courteous and respectful.
Thank you, again, for allowing me the privilege of being your
Mayor.

1139 Smith Street
Milton, WV 25541-1327

Milton Municipal Utilities

(304) 743-3422
After-hours emergency, call
1-855-212-8272
miltonwater@cityofmiltonwv.com
miltonutilities@cityofmiltonwv.com
stormwater@cityofmiltonwv.com
publicworks@cityofmiltonwv.com

Milton Police Department
(304) 743-9211
mpdclerk@cityofmiltonwv.com
mpdchief@cityofmiltonwv.com
Visit www.cityofmiltonwv.com

WELCOME TO THE CITY OF MILTON . . . . . . . . . . . WHERE LIVING IS A PLEASURE!

City of Milton
1139 Smith Street
Milton, WV 25541
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