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From the Mayor
Two decades ago it was hard to believe we were entering the year
2000. It seems like it was just yesterday but here we are in 2020! Another year we should be thankful to see. What are your plans for this
year you have been given? Will it be a year of positive changes? Will it
be a year of personal improvements? We all
have that power to changes things, to start
over. If you are in a good place and I know
many of you are. What can you do special this
year? We should all make this new year, 2020,
a year of acts of kindness. Simple things, like
opening a door for someone, a thank you once
in a while, a phone call to someone we know is alone, volunteering to
walk dogs at shelters, serve lunch at homeless shelters, rock babies at
the hospitals. There are many, many more options for ways to share
an act of kindness. Let’s make 2020 a kind year, together we can do it!
Last year was a great year for the City of Milton and we anticipate this
year being even greater as we continue with our many projects that will
only improve the City. Those projects are:
•

Floodwall—the preliminary work projects such as soil testing, surveying, etc. has begun. You should see some actual construction
later this year.

•

2018 Sewer Project—it has taken over a year to get all the paperwork completed and approved for the permits, grants and loans.
You should see some actual construction this year as well.

•

Street Paving, Sidewalk & Curbing—several projects have been
completed. The curbing and sidewalks on Hallison Circle should
begin this month. Several factors go in to planning these projects.
First, finding a contractor who is willing to work and can get the job
done; second we have to have available funds. (Remember the
Home Rule funds are received quarterly.)

•

Water Plant—we have completed several improvements. However, it is never too soon to look into building a new, more modern
plant. Grant research and applications are time consuming.

•

New Water Lines—as leaks occur and we discover old, dilapidated
lines, we are adding to our list to get new lines installed.

•

Maintenance Garage & Storage Building—this is much needed and
is possible through funds accumulated by any sales relating to the
Morris Memorial property.

Above are just a few of the major projects; there are
small projects and day to day jobs going on all the
time. Some project work is contracted out but the rest
is completed by our employees. We have the best
employees in our street, water, sewer, electrical,
stormwater, building, cemetery, police and office staff.
(Continued on Last Page)

From the Recorder Benita Ryalls
We attend Election trainings when
offered by the Secretary of State’s
Office. While attending one of those
trainings sessions SOS Mac Warner
made welcoming comments. One
of his comments was that many Municipalities in the State were moving
their elections to coincide with
County elections and he strongly
encouraged it.
As a Council, this is something we
are looking into and weighing the
pros and cons. This change would
have to be a vote by the public on
our 2021 Ballot. We will keep you
informed as we research this option.
The first of the year we begin preparations for our 2020-21 Budget with
“wish lists” from each department.
In March Council meets to finalize
the revenues and expenses.
You can now pay your License, B &
O or Building Permits on line. Call
or email Cameron and she will send
you what you need to pay online.
Your 4th Quarter and Annual Returns will be due by February 15.
If you have questions contact Cameron at 304-743-3032, extension
211 or myself at extension 201.

FROM ALL OF US AT THE CITY OF MILTON

Grant / IT News from Mike Nixon
Well, it is now January 2020 and we
have a new year to look forward to! I
hope everyone had a wonderful holiday
season. I’m excited to continue working
on some grant opportunities and keeping
the systems here in the City up and running. All the old Windows 7 PC’s have
either been upgraded or replaced to
Windows 10 to make sure the city is in
compliance for security. I will have another large project replacing the Server
as it has reached its end of life as well.

From the Director of Public Works Charles Conard
I hope you have a safe, Happy New Year. It is hard to believe we
are in the year 2020. Below are some projects we will be working on
this year.
We will continue with our paving projects which include sidewalks
and curbing. Our next project is Hallison Circle and we expect the
curbing and sidewalks to begin on January 6, 2020. Although there
are not as many residents located in this area, it will still create headaches and inconveniences, but will be great when completed. Paving will start in the spring when the blacktop factories are open. Residents - please be patient.
If you own a business and use large trucks, please be aware that
large trucks ruin our pavement. Please consider using a smaller
truck to preserve the life of our roads
We will be replacing water lines on McGhee Street and Rear Florida
Street. These are some of those old lines which are in desperate
need of replacement.
One project we are working on, which will be ongoing as time allows,
is cutting and chipping brush to open the view at the Milton Little
League ballfield. This property has been annexed into the City Limits at the request of the Little League in an effort to stop vandalism
and destruction of this area. Our police can now patrol the area, and
once the hillside is cleared, the fields will be very visible. Be sure to
report any unusual activity in the area.
During inclement weather, our snow
schedule remains the same as in the
past. We treat hills first, then intersections, then main streets, then alleys,
backroads and sidewalks. Our guys
head out in the middle of the night or
whenever they are needed after they
are contacted by our Police Department. They work long hours to keep
our city safe for travel during these
times. Please be patient.
If you have any questions give me a call at 304-963-0713.

During this first quarter I hope to hear
the results from the grant for the renovations that the city would like to do at Jarrell Sargent Park. The grant was submitted with all materials needed before the
deadline. The City would like to see Jarrell Sargent Park revitalized as a great
play area for young children with a large
shelter for parents in the center.
On to a little tech information. I want to
emphasize the importance of computer
and smartphone backups. No matter
what kind you have, these devices could
be lost or stolen,
and are vulnerable to attacks or
just simple failures! Most people have all of
their digital photos and documents on one device, and if something
happens, everything is lost. It is very important to back up those images to an
external hard drive or a cloud type service. Some services are even included
with subscriptions you may already
have. The last thing anyone wants is to
lose the only digital copies of pictures
that can never be retaken. Take a minute and make sure you have them
backed up and it will save some heartache in the future.

Milton Seniors Citizens meet the 2nd
Wednesday of EVERY MONTH. Bring
your favorite dish or two. For more info
on this or any other events please call
the Center at 304-390-4164.

Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Mike Ramsey
It’s hard to believe that winter is here but we cannot deny the cold
weather. With winter weather comes all types of issues with our
homes. There are always the dreaded frozen water pipes, the battle to keep warm, possible power outages and the list goes on.
Let me start with frozen water pipes. There are several things you
can do to prevent this. A simple and cost-effective solution is wrapping your pipes with pre-cut pipe foam wrap. This is a straightforward project that most can handle on their own. You can also line
the crawl space around your house with plastic or a foam board.
While your exterior walls to your house may be sealed well from the
elements, your foundation may not be. Small cracks or holes can
form which will speed up the freezing process. A simple thing we
sometimes overlook is remembering to disconnect your garden
hose from the outdoor spigot. Another approach is heat tape which
is wrapped around the spigot pipe and plugged in to an electrical
source creating the heat.
Since we have mentioned electrical, let’s not forget, electrical and
fire safety go hand in hand. Many homes in Milton are older and
must use space heaters in addition
to the main heat source. These
heaters are fine as a supplementary
heat source, but according to the
International Code Council, they
cannot be the primary heat source.
When using these heaters, it is
VERY important to follow all proper
instructions. Do not use extension
cords when using electric heaters and be sure to keep a clear area
around any supplemental heater as well.
Kerosene heaters should not be used in enclosed areas. Another
heat source that should not be used in or under your home are the
salamander or torpedo type heaters.
Remember not to overload your electrical circuits. If a breaker is
tripping and keeps needing to be reset that is an indication there is
an issue. If a breaker is tripping it is doing its job. If there is any
question about your electrical system you should contact a licensed
and insured electrician to come inspect your wiring. This could prevent tragedy or even save your life.
Following the topic of prevention, smoke detectors
and carbon monoxide detectors are a must! Not only
is it a good idea but it is also required by City code.
All dwellings are required to have smoke detectors
and any dwelling where natural gas is used for heating or cooking requires a carbon monoxide detector.
If you rent your home or apartment the landlord is
responsible to provide these safety measures. They MUST provide
you with a smoke detector and/or carbon monoxide detector if you
meet the criteria.
Finally, keep in mind that if you hire someone to work at your residence, make sure they are licensed with the State as well as with
the City of Milton. If you have any questions or need information
regarding a contractor please feel free to reach me here at City Hall
at 304-743-3032, extension 202.

February 14

Valentine’s Day

Blenko Glass Events
Water Bottle Week—All you ever
wanted to know about Blenko’s
iconic Water Bottle. This week-long
event (January 20-25) will include
an art contest for creative use or
interpretation of Water Bottles; the
introduction and sale of Special Edition Water Bottles; various contests
and prizes throughout the week and
Blow Your Own Water Bottle Classes on Friday, January 24 and Saturday, January 25. This is a must for
those who enjoy our Water Bottles!
(Advanced Registration Required for
Blow Your Own Water Bottle Classes. Tickets go on sale at 9:00 a.m.
on January 2.)
Valentine's & Chocolate Lovers
Weekend, February 8 & 9. Check
our website for more information.

American Legion Events
Join us for a delicious breakfast Saturday, January 4 and February 1 at
8:00 a.m. — bring your family and
friends!
Remember, we have wheelchairs
and walkers to loan.

Do You Qualify?
SCAC Weatherization Program,
office located at 1595 US Rt. 60
East, Milton, WV helps individuals with some weatherization issues if you qualify (NOT REPAIRS). For more info visit their
website www.acacwv.org.

From the Utilities :
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL POLICE DEPARTMENT

From Chief Joe Parsons
The Holidays are over and hopefully everyone had a wonderful time entering the New Year.
The weather is supposed to be snowy and cold the next couple of months
so stay warm and please watch out for your neighbors, especially the elderly. Make sure they have heat and something to eat. If you know of anyone who is having trouble coping with the elements, please contact us as
there are agencies, organizations and churches who are willing to help if
they are aware of this type of problem.
Travel may be treacherous at times if we get the snow they are forecasting
fhis year. Please be prudent in your travels and do not take unnecessary
risks. We will be out assisting anyone who runs into trouble on the roads.
I will remind everyone again, if you need the Milton Police Department or
one of our officers, the quickest way to get us is to call 911 as we are dispatched through them. If you call our office, there is nobody there after
4:00 p.m. or over the weekend and you will get a voicemail. That may not
be answered until the next day or Monday if you call over the weekend.
Likewise, if you contact us on our Facebook Page through private messenger you need to be aware that the page is not monitored 24 hours a day
and it could be several days before your message is even seen. As you
can see, calling 911 is your best option if you need police assistance, even
if it is not an emergency.
I would like to welcome our new City of Milton Municipal Judge Mike Meadows who will start in January. Court is held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month and is open to the public
This was mentioned in the last issue but it is worth repeating: school bus
laws. State Law as well as Municipal Code requires traffic traveling in either
direction to stop for a loading or unloading school bus with flashing lights
on two lane roads. What many do not know is that State Law and Municipal Code requires the same on US Rt. 60 which is an undivided
four lane highway with a turn lane (five lanes total) from John’s Creek
to Pine Haven Drive. Example: If you are traveling East on US Rt. 60
in the right hand lane and a westbound school bus stops and activates its lights in the opposite right hand lane YOU ARE TO STOP
even though there are three lanes between you.
Every year there is confusion about this law. When laws are made regarding the safety of our children you can be sure they will be strictly enforced
by our department.
Stay safe, watch out for one another and be kind to whoever you meet.

Happy New Year from everyone here
at Milton Utilities! We hope your holidays were filled with joy and good
cheer!
Winter brings freezing temperatures
that can wreak havoc on your plumbing. Follow these tips to help avoid
leaks and/or breaks in your pipes.

•

Insulate pipes with insulation
sleeves, wrapping or using slip-on
foam pipe insulation. Do not leave
gaps without insulation as cold air can
affect the pipe in these spaces. Plastic piping is more tolerant of freezing
than old copper or steel water pipes.

•

Inspect the exterior of the property, making sure that all visible cracks
are sealed using caulk or spray foam
to fill the voids. Cold air can enter
through the unsealed cracks causing
your pipes to freeze.

•

Maintain a safe heating source
inside the home to protect pipes
against cold.

•

It is a good idea to leave a faucet
dripping, allowing water to move
freely and continuously, preventing it
from freezing.

•

Make sure the crawl space is
properly insulated. Block vents that
lead outside with cardboard or wood.

•

Don't forget the hose bibs. Hose
bibs left unattended can burst in
freezing weather. Drain hose bibs and
insulate with covers. Once this has
been completed, deactivate bibs at
the shutoff valve.
Our after-hours call service is now up
and running. If you experience a water or sewer emergency outside of our
regular business hours, call 1-855212-8272. The information you provide will be given to a utilities employee, who will then determine the next
course of action.
If you have questions about your
water/sewer service call during normal business hours at 304-743-3422.

City of Milton—Important
Below are holidays when City of Milton
offices will be closed.
•
•
•
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

MVFD News by Chief Timmy Chastain
Hello Friends! Can you believe 2020 is here?!?! Time is flying by us.
I’m sure we can all agree that it needs to slow down.
I want to recap the 2019 year for your fire department.
•
Completed our remodel/renovation project of our station in town
that started in 2017. This would have not been possible without
your continued support.
•
Celebrated our 70th Anniversary on May 16th and had a parade,
open house, activities for the kids along with free food. It was a
GREAT time!
•
Evaluated by the State Fire Commission, where we achieved a
PERFECT EVALUTATION! We were certified by the State Fire
Commission for five more years. The evaluation process is very
extensive, it deals with every member’s training/certifications, apparatus, equipment and housing.
•
Responded to over 530 emergency calls for assistance.
•
Participated in multiple public events, such as parades, the Cabell
County Fair, West Virginia Pumpkin Festival, Halloween in the
Park, Christmas in the Park, and many of our members taught fire
prevention education to all district schools.
•
Provided public services to many community members throughout
the year and installed numerous smoke alarms in homes within our
community.
•
Received 3 Grant Awards:
- WV Division of Forestry, $2,000.00, Brush Fire
Equipment
- Chaney Foundation, $8,500.00, Firefighting Gear
- WV Homeland Security, $25,000.00, Mobile TwoWay Radios
•
Held many events at our station with local bands, live wrestling
events and gun shows, our community room stayed busy.
We are bringing in more events this year, such as new bands, new prowrestling and much more. Keep an eye out for upcoming events. All of
our events are clean, family fun entertainment!
We held our annual Christmas dinner and awards ceremony on December 8th. Congratulations to the members listed below who obtained
awards this year.
Class A Uniform
Fred Dailey Jr.
36 years of service
Class A Uniform
David Lewis
32 years of service
Class A Uniform
Chris Ball
31 Years of service
Junior FF of the year
Austin Ashworth
Firefighter of the year
Tyler Black
Officer of the year
Seth Spears
CHIEF’s Award
Billy Conway
(Continued on Page 6)

Wednesday, January 1, New Year’s
Day
Monday, January 20, Martin Luther
King Jr., Day
Monday, February 17, Presidents’
Day

If you have questions, contact us during
business hours at 304-743-3422.

MUMC Events
Are You Raising A Second Family? Milton United Methodist Church is coordinating efforts for a support system
group for grandparents raising grandchildren. Anyone interested in receiving
information or in being a part of such
effort is welcome to contact the church
at 304-743-6461 or by email at milton
united@frontier.com.

TOPS
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly)
meets at Milton United Methodist
Church Thursdays, 5:00—6:00 p.m. No
obligation, just visit and see if you want
to join. Questions call 304-762-2305 or
304-743-3783. Please use the side
entrance of the church by the library.

HOUSING
FOR THE ELDERLY
The MILTON HOUSING AUTHORITY is
now accepting applications for tenancy for
the elderly & disabled, 62 years of age or
older, or handicap/disabled regardless
of age, with or without children.
1 BEDROOM ONLY
Applications may be obtained online
at cityofmiltonwv.com or at City Hall,
1139 Smith St., Milton, WV 25541
304-743-9530
TTY/TDD 1-800-982-8771
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER

MVFD News Continued From Page 5
We look forward to 2020 being a GREAT year for us. We have BIG goals set for 2020, such as repairing our concrete pad in front of the bay area, obtaining funding to replace our 1990 fire truck and working on the rear parking
area. We are also seeking funding assistance to expand and renovate our Barker Ridge station.

this goal.

We have applied for several years to obtain funding to purchase a ladder truck which would be
used on all emergency responses for both residential and commercial buildings over two stories high. Unfortunately, we have been denied each
time. We will continue to work hard to achieve this much-needed
apparatus. It will not only provide operational assistance, but with
all the infrastructure being built in our area, it will be a necessity
in order to keep our ISO rating low. Providing class A quality
MVFD EVENTS:
Watch the sign at Wendy’s
fire protection to our community is our goal and we will continand keep an eye out for
ue to work hard to obtain the equipment needed to achieve

To make it easier on YOU, we are changing some of the ways we will do our
fund drives this year. We will send out our fund drive letters twice annually,
once in the spring and once in the fall. This allows you to donate when you
are financially able, whether that be in the spring or the fall. We all have times
throughout the year that we are stretched more than other times and we want
to make sure that you can donate without worry. We will also be making it
possible for you to donate using a credit/debit card and/or Paypal account.
More information will be provided on this soon.
I know many times community members have questions or concerns regarding
our fire department and may not know who to contact. Any of our members can
point you in the right direction, but I want to provide you with some names and
contact info for specific information.
Administration/Complaints
Budget/Finance/Donations
Fire Prevention/Education
FOIA/Incident Reports
Building Rental
Smoke Alarms

Chief Timmy Chastain
Deputy Chief Bob Legg
Treasurer Jordan Walker
FF Nick Smith
Admin. Asst. Danielle Arthur
Marsha Chastain
Asst. Chief Laymond Conrad

posters in the Milton area
for upcoming entertainment
and events at the Milton
Volunteer Fire Department.

Need to rent event space?
The Milton VFD Community
Room is available to rent for
birthday parties, wedding or
baby showers, receptions,
dances, etc. There is space
to accommodate large or
small groups. For more
information, contact Marsha
Chastain at 304-972-5333.

304-972-1885
304-638-5789
304-743-6319
304-633-1174
304-634-2614
304-972-5333
304-544-6319

We hope that you have a great and Blessed 2020!!

We would like to congratulate Wayne Legg of the Milton, West
Virginia American Legion Post 139 whose 2018-2019 Yearbook won the state competition and is now headed to Indianapolis for the Nationals. Way to go!

Floodplain & Stormwater News by Randy Rutledge
Winter Stormwater Tips
Here are some environmentally friendly tips for dealing with winter ice and snow
on driveways and walkways:

•

Shovel early. The more snow and ice you remove, the less salt you will have
to use and the more effective it can be.

Milton Library News
There is always fun at your Library!
Check us out on Facebook for more
events! Our regular programs are:

•

•

•

•

More salt does not mean more melting. Apply appropriately; salt takes time to
work. Consider buying a hand-held spreader to
help apply a consistent amount.
Fifteen degrees Fahrenheit is too cold for salt.
Most salts stop working at this temperature. Use a
traction agent as needed but remember they do
not melt ice.

•

•

•

•

•

Sweep up excess. Salt or sand on dry pavement is no longer doing any work, sweep it up
before it is washed away and apply less the next time.
Try an alternative for traction. Sand and kitty litter are effective but can clog
sewers and degrade stream habitat when washed away. Cracked corn can be an
alternative to try in a pinch that is more environmentally friendly. I have tried this,
and it works fine but will attract every pigeon in the neighborhood. You have been
warned!

•

Understand what’s in it. All deicers will melt the ice, but some have less of an
impact on the environment. Instead of sodium chloride or calcium chloride use
products containing an acetate, potassium chloride, or magnesium chloride.
In closing I’d like to talk about clogged storm drains and flooding. In the past we
have had some flooding which was traced to drains and pipes clogged with
leaves. Our street sweeper has been active in removing leaves from the streets
and curbs, but it has now been shut down for the winter. I ask you to please check
and clean the ones around your property. By working together, we can reduce the
flooding which damages our homes and property.
Floodplain News
Who is responsible for flood risk? Unfortunately, many people and communities
think the federal government should solve the flooding issue, including protecting
them from flood losses and potential loss of life. WRONG! Think about it – the
primary factors that increase flood risk are where and how we build. The main tool
for managing how and where we build is building codes. Who has authority for
codes? We all know that the answer is local and state governments, not the federal government. The federal government has no authority in these areas. The NFIP
does require local communities and states to do zoning and/or codes if they want
to participate in the NFIP so their citizens can buy flood insurance. Therefore, local communities and states must manage development and mitigation to reduce
flood losses. Progressive communities understand and use these tools effectively.
If we don’t do our job all our residents and businesses could see an increase in
what they pay for their flood insurance. That is something we all hope to avoid.
An update on our floodwall. You have no doubt seen various
crews in town surveying and doing whatnot. The floodwall
project is moving forward. It will happen! We have meetings
with the Army Corps of Engineers on a regular basis. These
meetings are mostly informational and for ironing out the details of their project. The USACE oversees holding meetings
with the public and will set them up as needed. We will announce such meetings on our various media sites.

Mother Goose on the Loose
Story Hour, Tuesdays 10:00
a.m.
Story Hour, Wednesdays 10:00
a.m.
Adult Book Tea, 2nd Monday of
each month at 3:00—4:00 p.m.
Knotty Knitsters, 1st & 3rd
Tuesday 1:00–3:00 & 5:00—
7:00 p.m.
Teen Comics Club, 1st Thursday of each month at 3:30 p.m.

We also have the following:
•

•

•

Jan 6—10: Law Enforcement
Appreciation Week! We will be
creating many ways to express
our gratitude for the outstanding
efforts of local law enforcement
officers. Check out our Facebook page for dates and times.
January 22, 3:30-4:30 p.m.: An
Afterschool Story Hour and
craft celebrating Winnie the
Pooh. Come and share in some
“silly old bear” fun!
February 26, 3:30-5:00: For all
ages, we will be celebrating NotSo-Grimm Fairy Tales. You
are invited to join in, listen to a
tale, then create and illustrate
your own fairy tale using special
magic dust and pixie glitter.

USDA (304-284-4861) also offers
assistance through the 504 Program,
a low interest loan for those 62 or
older who own their home and the
502 Program, a 100% financed, no
interest loan for low income homeowners.

Monday, February 17, 2020

From the Mayor (Continued)
The City of Milton could not survive without such great people who work
hard each day to keep our City functioning properly and keep our City safe,
clean and beautiful. Anytime you see one of our employees it would be the
perfect opportunity to use an act of kindness by simply saying thank you!
We have great businesses in our City. They are always willing to assist if
called upon. They support our park events which are for the community
and we appreciate them so much. We are also adding new businesses and
expect these new additions to only increase this year as we continue to
grow. It is exciting watching Milton grow and change.
We love working with our businesses, churches and other community
groups or organizations. We encourage you to keep us informed of any
events you have scheduled so we can help promote the event in our bimonthly newsletter, on our signs, FB and our website. We love it when our
local businesses participate in our community events and we encourage
you to always contact us if you have an idea or want to participate in some
way. Any event for the community is a great event.
Another year as your Mayor has passed and I hope you can see our accomplishments. With this new year the plan is to continue
the work to improve our City. I thank you for the opportunity
to serve as your Mayor and look forward to another year.
You are the best!

City of Milton
1139 Smith Street
Milton, WV 25541-1327

(304) 743-3032
recorder@cityofmiltonwv.com
cityclerk@cityofmiltonwv.com
financeclerk@cityofmiltonwv.com
miltoninspector@cityofmiltonwv.com
miltoncemetery@cityofmiltonwv.com
it@cityofmiltonwv.com

Milton Municipal Utilities
(304) 743-3422
miltonwater@cityofmiltonwv.com
miltonutilities@cityofmiltonwv.com
stormwater@cityofmiltonwv.com
publicworks@cityofmiltonwv.com

Milton Police Department
(304) 743-9211
mpdclerk@cityofmiltonwv.com
mpdchief@cityofmiltonwv.com
Visit www.cityofmiltonwv.com

WELCOME TO THE CITY OF MILTON . . . . . . . . . . . WHERE LIVING IS A PLEASURE!
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